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Pentagon hit by terrorist attack
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The impact of the hijacked plane made a 75 to 100 foot hole in the west side of the Pentagon Sept. 11.


 


by Sgt. Jamelle A. Colbert


The Old Guard Public Affairs 








The crash of a hijacked American Airlines airplane into the Pentagon at 9:38 a.m. left an impact that drew thousands of volunteers and well wishers to the surrounding grounds of the Pentagon. 





"I was standing on the sidewalk (parallel to the site of impact)...and I saw this plane coming right at me at what seemed like 300 miles an hour. I dove towards the ground and watched this great big engine from this beautiful airplane just vaporize," said Frank Probst, a member of the Pentagon renovations crew commented. "It looked like a huge fireball, pieces were flying out everywhere." 





FBI agents, local EMS, Maryland, Virginia, and D.C. police swarmed the grounds of the Pentagon attempting to bring order to the chaos that found its way to the District of Columbia. Members of the 3d U.S. Infantry, The Old Guard, as well as the Military District of Washington Engineer Company were on site to support personnel in all efforts of clearing the building. 





Virginia Governor Jim Gilmore declared a state of emergency in response to what appeared to have been coordinated attacks on the World Trade Centers in New York City and the Pentagon. Gilmore was on hand to view the destruction caused at the Pentagon. 





"This is absolutely unbelievable, that such a direct attack has happened on the United States. I don't think the people of America are going to sit still for such a serious act of war," said Gilmore. "The human tragedy is inconceivable...trying to imagine what it did to the people in the Pentagon is very difficult. 





"The EMTs, fire and rescue and hospital personnel have been on hand to conduct immediate action." 





Gilmore activated 300 members of the Virginia National Guard including engineers, medical personnel, and military police and put the entire Virginia National Guard on alert. 





"I've been in the Army for 33 years...Unfortunately I've seen this happen before in Kenya," said Sgt. Maj. of the Army Jack Tilley. "It doesn't get any easier." 





Pentagon personnel stayed put hours after the mid-morning explosion, anxious to provide assistance to fellow co-workers unaccounted for. 





For some it was an emotional day. Richard Brolly, a retired command sergeant major, ran the full gamut of emotions. Sixty days into retirement, Brolly is more than willing to be re-activated to active duty status. 





"I challenge the Army to call us...(retirees) back in. I did 30 (years), I'll do 31, 32 or 34." 





While Brolly was anxious to be called to active duty, he was also nervous about the welfare of his wife. 





"My wife works in the A wing that was hit, I left work around 11 a.m., to check on her. I didn't know if she was dead or alive," Brolly said. "I've been on the phone all morning calling the house trying to find out anything. Just 15 minutes ago...(7:45 p.m.), I heard my daughter's voice on the machine saying she had just spoken to mom. 





"I was finally able to breathe again." 





Brolly says that it is now time for him to be concerned about his wife's welfare. 





"For more than 30 years, she's followed me from state to state and all across the country. She's spent so much time worrying about me," he said. "I can truly feel the plight of the military spouse who sits near the phone waiting to hear word regarding loved ones. This is scary, I'm scared, military family members' shoes are tough shoes to fill...this is Dec. 7, 1941 all over again." 





