Leading Democratic presidential candidate, Senator Barack Obama, has two pro-neocon foreign policy advisers on his campaign team. They are Clinton-era Middle East envoy Dennis Ross, currently the director of the neo-con and pro-Israel Washington think tank, Washington Institute for Near East Policy (WINEP). WINEP is part and parcel of "The Lobby," the pro-Israel and pro-Likud Party network of think tanks and lobbyists that have influenced the Middle East policies of the current administration and past administrations.





WINEP hosted Vice President Dick Cheney at its October 2007 annual Weinberg Founders Conference at the Landsdowne Golf Resort in northern Virginia, where Cheney issued a strong warning against Iran. WINEP's advisory board includes such neocons as Paul Wolfowitz, Richard Perle, Edward Luttwak, James Woolsey (who is also ostensibly a Democrat), and Mort Zuckerman.





Obama's other foreign policy adviser is Dr. Susan Rice, Clinton's Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs. Rice's policy, which echoed that of her godmother, then-Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, included coddling African dictators and plying them with military and economic assistance. Rice told Ugandan opposition leaders during Bill Clinton's visit to that nation in 1998 to drop its demands and work with the dictator Yoweri Museveni. Rice also supported other U.S. client-dictators in Africa, including Rwanda's Paul Kagame, Ethiopia's Meles Zenawi, Kenya's Daniel arap Moi, and others.





The neocon pipe dream of a strong U.S. military presence in Africa, through the Africa Command (AFRICOM) and other military programs, germinated under Rice's tenure at the State Department.





Susan Rice, who is African American, is not related to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice but there is a connection between Condoleeza Rice and Susan Rice's godmother, Albright. Condoleezza Rice was Dr. Joseph Korbel's star student at the University of Denver. Madeleine Albright is Korbel's daughter.





Obama talks of change, however, his foreign policy team is Washington establishment and represents failed U.S. foreign policy planks of the past.





UPDATE: Sign of Susan Rice influence on Obama. Yesterday, Obama added to the full-court press on Kenyan opposition leader Raila Odinga to negotiate with incumbent President Kibaki, who stole the presidential election. Obama phoned Odinga first, an indication that the U.S. Democratic presidential front-runner was carrying the same message to Odinga as brought forward by America's militarist State Department African policy chief Jendayi Frazer. Obama said he planned to phone Kibaki later. Susan Rice was a strong supporter of America's dictator-clients in Africa and took a militant stance against Sudan.





Obama, whose father was Kenyan, looks ready to keep the Bush administration's status quo on Africa: coddling America's client dictators while ignoring the democratic opposition.





