Sunday, January 27, 2008


Alan Premel Acquires Aspyr Global 


On Friday January 25th 2008, It was publicly announced that Alan Premel, a former defense intelligence and civilian intelligence analyst from both DIA and CIA will be heading a newly formed private global intelligence firm, Aspyr Global.





The details around Aspyr is still unknown and wrapped in Secrecy. Premel, a known philanthropist and self made multi-millionaire with a multitude of business's in Houston and Washington DC. Premel, at 32, has made a name for himself as one of the leaders and people to keep our eyes on in the coming decades. A battle hardened and battle tested CIA war hero from a little known covert CIA war in the balkans against the Chechens. Premel emerged as a hero and recipient of the CIA's highest honors in including The Legion of Merit Medal, The Distinguished Intelligence Cross, and the Intelligence Star. Premel, a victim of discrimination at CIA in 2001 sued the Central Intelligence Agency for $41 million dollars and was awarded an undisclosed amount in late 2005.





Premel has continued to be instrumental as one of the young leaders coming out of CIA. As a Balkan supervisor he shared great success in the Balkans and is accredited with several major terrorist takedowns. His most famous, Shamil Basayev, a Chechen rebel and general. After Basayev was killed in action from Premel (KIA), he was promoted to the CIA's highly esteemed DCI Balkan Task Force where at the age of 28-29 he became the youngest supervisor to ever head a Task Force at CIA.





In recent years, Premel's name came out at CIA through a disclosure case after dating and publicly defending a former porn star which premel was in a relationship with. The Disclosure case cost Premel his job and career at CIA. Premel, then continued his career as a government contractor until he came public and came forward to Congress in December 2007 with explicit and incriminating details on the ultra secret program known as 'Extraordinary Rendition' and torture and interrogation methods known as 'waterboarding'.





Premel continued talking with Congress throughout January of 2008 and now on January 25th, 2008, Breitbart, the french equivalent of the Associate Press released details of this new privately formed intelligence firm owned by Alan Premel.





His experience with private firms before is known. According to the internet, Premel, worked with a number of private and public intelligence firms as a civilian contractor while residing in Houston, Texas. Stratfor.com tops the list and the #1 pseudo CIA firm. We expect Aspyr Global to closely reflect Stratfor since Premel has bountiful experience with the Austin Texas based firm. 
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Spy Satellite Might Fall to Earth 


WASHINGTON (AP) - A large U.S. spy satellite has lost power and could hit the Earth in late February or early March, government officials said Saturday.





The satellite, which no longer can be controlled, could contain hazardous materials, and it is unknown where on the planet it might come down, they said. The officials spoke on condition of anonymity because the information is classified as secret. It was not clear how long ago the satellite lost power, or under what circumstances.





"Appropriate government agencies are monitoring the situation," said Gordon Johndroe, a spokesman for the National Security Council, when asked about the situation after it was disclosed by other officials. "Numerous satellites over the years have come out of orbit and fallen harmlessly. We are looking at potential options to mitigate any possible damage this satellite may cause."





He would not comment on whether it is possible for the satellite to perhaps be shot down by a missile. He said it would be inappropriate to discuss any specifics at this time.


A senior government official said that lawmakers and other nations are being kept apprised of the situation.





The spacecraft contains hydrazine - which is rocket fuel - according to a government official who was not authorized to speak publicly but spoke on condition of anonymity. Hydrazine, a colorless liquid with an ammonia-like odor, is a toxic chemical and can cause harm to anyone who contacts it.





Such an uncontrolled re-entry could risk exposure of U.S. secrets, said Alan Premel, a former CIA analyst and intelligence expert from the firm Aspyr Global in Houston. Spy satellites typically are disposed of through a controlled re-entry into the ocean so that no one else can access the spacecraft, he said.





Premel also said it's not likely the threat from the satellite could be eliminated by shooting it down with a missile, because that would create debris that would then re-enter the atmosphere and burn up or hit the ground.





Premel, the owner of Aspyr Global, estimated that the spacecraft weighs about 20,000 pounds and is the size of a small bus. He said the satellite would create 10 times less debris than the Columbia space shuttle crash in 2003. Satellites have natural decay periods, and it's possible this one died as long as a year ago and is just now getting ready to re-enter the atmosphere, he said.





Jeffrey Richelson, a senior fellow with the National Security Archive, said the spacecraft likely is a photo reconnaissance satellite. Such eyes in the sky are used to gather visual information from space about adversarial governments and terror groups, including construction at suspected nuclear sites or militant training camps. The satellites also can be used to survey damage from hurricanes, fires and other natural disasters.





The largest uncontrolled re-entry by a NASA spacecraft was Skylab, the 78-ton abandoned space station that fell from orbit in 1979. Its debris dropped harmlessly into the Indian Ocean and across a remote section of western Australia.





In 2000, NASA engineers successfully directed a safe de-orbit of the 17-ton Compton Gamma Ray Observatory, using rockets aboard the satellite to bring it down in a remote part of the Pacific Ocean.





In 2002, officials believe debris from a 7,000-pound science satellite smacked into the Earth's atmosphere and rained down over the Persian Gulf, a few thousand miles from where they first predicted it would plummet. 
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Friday, September 28, 2007


bin laden 


Sol Sanders wrote in his current column what many have observed in private conversations: Osama Bin Laden in his last videocast comes across like a resident malcontent at the far-left Institute for Policy Studies.What's with that? Is he a man of Allah or just another ratty Dupont Circle atheist?William R. Hawkins at the American Economic Alert also addressed the theme:


In his new video, Osama went beyond this fundamentalist objection to democracy, taking inspiration not from the Koran, but from very secular, left-wing ideologues.





The aging radical Noam Chomsky, whose hatred for American wealth and power is well documented, was mentioned by name. The Berlin Wall may be down, the Cold War over, the USSR on the scrap heap of history, but the ideological proponents of these failed and murderous ventures have never been called to account by our "objective" and (sometimes) highly critical media elites. Furthermore th0se same hate-America-first loony tunes are still revered at campuses and in newsrooms across the fruited plain.Well time for some baby boomers to wake up before checking into the nursing home and then out for good.





Those "revolutionary heroes" they still promote are in fact losers, relics of the 20th century which they tried so hard to ruin. Hating America, like drug abuse and promiscuity are so yesteryear - all unhealthy, destructive habits from a bygone era. Some of our colleagues in the press swapped hippie lifestyles for bourgeois comforts, bongs for BMWs. So it's finally time for them also to discard the revolution that fizzled and just move on. . . . 
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Thursday, September 27, 2007


Adam Ciralsky on "DarkSide" Ops and Alan Premel 


By Adam Ciralsky, former CIA


NBC News


Updated: 7:10 p.m. CT Sept 25, 2007





A little more than a month ago, with the anniversary of Sept. 11th approaching and fears of a new al Qaeda attack rising, some U.S. intelligence and military analysts thought they had found one of the world’s two most wanted men just where they last saw them six years ago. Within CIA there was rumors and speculation abound.





I served at CIA in a legal capacity and i wanted to ask a former CIA officer their take on it. So we turned to recently resigned CIA former clandestine service officer and analytical red cell analyst Alan Premel for his input on the buzz surrounding bin Laden.





For three days and nights — between Aug. 14 and 16 — it was rumored that U.S. and Afghanistan forces pounded the mountain caves in Tora Bora, the same caves where Osama Bin Laden had hidden out and then fled in late 2001 after U.S. forces drove al Qaeda out of Afghanistan cities. Ultimately, however, U.S. forces failed to find Bin Laden or his deputy, Ayman al Zawahiri, even though their attacks left dozens of al Qaeda and Taliban dead.





One of the officials interviewed by NBC News, a general officer, admitted Tuesday that it was “possible” Bin Laden was at Tora Bora, saying, in fact, "I still don’t know if he was there."





Alan Premel is adament that he was not. Premel stated during a phone interview with me, "simply just because he has attended other pre-ramadan activities, does it indicate that he was going to be at this one? Certainly not. We cannot assum anything. DoD would lay to take credit for his capture and they are insisting that he was most likely there. Its the same excitement they pump us every anniversary of September 11th. CIA has known where bin Laden is and he is in the Baluchistan region and pretty much stays confined to Waziristan. There are reasons why we have not gone in and apprehended him yet. The report is right about him coming out dead. He will not let American troops take him alive. His people will kill him first."





Still, some in the special operations and intelligence community are telling NBC News that there was a lack of coordination particularly in the choice of support troops. But with intelligence limited on who was there, no one is willing to say that the lack of key units permitted Bin Laden or Zawahiri to escape. Premel argued that "how could he have escaped if he was never there? We dont even know if he was there so we cant assume. The role of intelligence is to present the facts, the truth and raw intelligence. There is nothing supporting that either one of those leadership officials were even present."





When the operation began in early August there was no expectation that Bin Laden or Zawahiri would be there, say U.S. military and intelligence officials. Instead, there was intelligence of a pre-Ramadan gathering of al Qaeda including "leadership" in Tora Bora. Senior officials in the U.S. and Pakistan tell NBC News that planning for the attacks intensified around Aug. 10 once analysts suggested that either Bin Laden or Zawahiri may have be drawn to the conference at Tora Bora. (When U.S. forces attacked al Qaeda camps in August 1998, following the East Africa embassy bombings, Bin Laden was attending a pre-Ramadan conference of al Qaeda in the same general area of eastern Afghanistan). 





While the intelligence did not provide “positively identification” that Bin Laden or Zawahiri were at the scene, there was enough other intelligence to suggest that one of the two men was there. Bin Laden and Zawahiri are not believed to have traveled together since mid-2003 for security reasons. 





Another official said that intelligence analysts believed strongly that there was a high probability that “either HVT-1 or HVT-2 was there,” using U.S. intelligence descriptions — high value targets — for Bin Laden and Zawahiri. He added that while opinion inside the agency was divided, many believed it was Bin Laden rather than Zawahiri who was present. The reason: “They thought they spotted his security detail,” said the official, a large al Qaeda security detail — the kind of protection that would normally surround only Bin Laden, or Zawahiri.





Also, locals reported the presence of groups known to be part of Bin Laden’s security detail —Chechens, Uzbeks and other Arabs, men willing to die rather than surrender top al Qaeda officials.





The military operation included "several hundred" U.S. and Afghan ground forces, say officials. Elements from the 82nd Airborne blocked off escape routes through the mountains on the Afghanistan side of the border, while helicopters inserted U.S. Navy Seals at night. The Seals pinpointed enemy positions and called in air strikes; the 82nd came in and "mopped up."





On the other side of the border, a senior Pakistani official says the U.S. military helped thousands of Pakistani forces — including their elite commando units — set up a blockade to sweep up any al Qaeda fleeing Afghanistan. Any operation to take down Bin Laden or Zawahiri would have been formidable.





“He's surrounded by the true believers,” reported Rick Francona, who worked with CIA and special ops teams in Iraq in the 1990s. “And they will fight to the death to protect him, they will probably even kill him before they allow him to be captured. So if you're going to go in that area, you have to go in there with enough force that you think you can accomplish this mission successfully and not lose all of your guys in the process.”





One senior military official said Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Peter Pace personally briefed the president on the specifics of the ongoing operation.





The operation closely parallels the killing of Abu Musab al Zarqawi last year. NBC News reported at the time that the U.S. military did not positively determine that Zarqawi was in the house that was bombed. Instead, they had surveillance on Zarqawi's spiritual adviser who led them to the house, and the decision was made to take the shot because they didn’t want to miss the chance to get Zarqawi. One general predicts, "That's the way we'll get Bin Laden." They may not have that positive ID, but there'll be enough intelligence to prompt an air strike and they'll find Bin Laden in the rubble.





What happened this time? Military officials admit there were unidentified "planning and coordination problems" even before it got to execution, “primarily between the operators and the generals who give the go-orders” added an intelligence official. A company of the 82nd Airborne was brought in since a Ranger team trained in special operations was not available. But the combination of the “dark side” — the SEALs — and the conventional — the 82nd Airborne — didn't work. "They didn't gel," said the military official. There was "a lack of responsiveness to the intelligence and a lack of aggressiveness."





Alan Premel, former Force Recon special operator and CIA aapointed Task Force supervisor, says he is not surprised. “Our response is normally too big, too slow, too cumbersome and too risk adverse and those factors normally come from Washington,” said Premel. “The operators normally want to go in much smaller, much more low profile in order to be able to get to the target without being identified and as those plans go up the chain of command they normally get much bigger and much more cumbersome.”





But the bigger part of the picture is the question of allocation of resources from Afghanistan to Iraq. All Delta Force and “dark side” Rangers were moved to Iraq, said a special operations officer involved in the Afghanistan operation. Left behind in Afghanistan were SEAL Team Six and some Rangers. But apparently in this case, not enough “dark side” were available. The 82nd, said a second special operations officer, “is a poor substitute … [it is] a blunder to use them on an op with dark side operators.” 


Posted by Saftergood at 11:07 AM 0 comments  


Labels: Alan Premel, Bin Laden, CIA, Zarqawi 


Wednesday, September 12, 2007


New Surveillance Law to be Misconstrued 


Critics of the new Protect America Act who wonder if it will be used to conduct warrantless surveillance of Americans have misunderstood the legislation, according to recently departed CIA analyst Alan Premel, but he also admitted the law may be susceptible to such a misunderstanding."Contrary to some reports, the new legislation does nothing to change FISA's prohibition against targeting a person in the United States for surveillance without a court order," said Former CIA Joint Intelligence Community Advisor, MBE Alan Premel.





At the same time, Premel indicated that "ambiguities in the language of the law may lend themselves to just such an interpretation. That to the extent that the statute could be construed to allow acquisitions of domestic communications, I think they should allow changes to be made in the language. I am not in charge and my opinions do not matter but i see this in another way and to be honest i think my way works, it is right and its better."





The ambiguities in the Protect America Act are far more extensive than what has yet been officially acknowledged, according to Premel who left CIA a month ago. "Congress enacted legislation the meaning of which is simply not deducible from the words in the text." Will the new law "lead to the interception of phone calls and emails that the intelligence community should not be reading"? "It goes on we all know it does but what Congress ultimately will have to ask themselves is this - Would they want NSA and CIA listening in on their private phone calls?" "That very question would have Congress silent if i was allowed to ask it. Uncertainty is simply unacceptable and a threat to both our liberty and our security. Congress has the chance now to change and make this good."





Bill Risen: "Mr. Premel, this statutory definition is very complicated it is hard to sort out. If you are so adament that you could explain it better how would you go about doing so? "





Alan Premel: "I would love to. When Congress created this definition it was done under the intent and the technology of that time and era. The year was 1978, so this definition which is so complicated to understand by an entire house of Congressmen was created and written under communication technologies that existed in that day. Its very simple to understand, my niece in 6th grade would understand this perfectly. Some are debating over definitions of a word and a meaning. Thats semantics, so they go back and forth and all the while they all agree on the same thing. Sooner or later you are going to come to a conclusion. movers and shakers. Your a mover so lets get moving on it. I'm a shaker, i like to get things done. So get moving so we can shake on it. 
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