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On October 29, 2007, WMR reported that a mysterious French group known as "Zoe's Ark," and which stands accused of attempting to spirit 103 Chadian children out of Chad to France, is suspected of links to French neocon President Nicolas Sarkozy. WMR's report was: "After Chadian and French authorities accused Zoe's Ark of criminal activity, the group said it had the support of President Sarkozy, his now-estranged wife Cecilia, and the Elysee Palace. Sarkozy's spokesman quickly denied any association with the group."





Yesterday, Sarkozy flew to Ndjamena, the Chadian capital, to intercede on behalf of French, Belgian, and Spanish nationals who had been arrested for suspicions by Chad of involvement in the caper. One of the French journalists who was freed is now reporting that Zoe's Ark is a duplicitous organization.





Sarkozy left Chad with three freed French journalists and four Spanish flight attendants. Six members of Zoe's Ark are still being held in Chad, along with three air crew members. The Spanish charter crew members appear to have been duped by Zoe's Ark into believing the charity was legitimately operating in Chad with official Chadian government sanction using another corporate identity, Children Rescue.





Zoe's Ark has been under French police investigation since July 2007 and the French Foreign Ministry is suspicious of the group's intentions.





However, Sarkozy's interest in Zoe' Ark has stirred a political hornet's nest because of the groups tactics. It has now been learned that the 103 children to be spirited out of Chad were not Darfur war orphans from Sudan but children with families from Chad. Zoe's Ark aid workers even wrapped bandages around some of the children's arms and dabbed the bandages with a liquid that appeared to be dried blood to make it appear that they had been wounded. Other children were lured with biscuits and candy by aid workers. 





Some Chadian families revealed the Zoe's Ark workers promised that the children would be taken to school in Chad to learn Arabic, French, English, and their local dialect while other children were told they would be schooled in France and then receive big cars to drive. It has now been revealed that French Army peacekeepers in Chad provided Zoe's Ark with logistics assistance in the African nation.





Sarkozy is allegedly trying to pressure Chad to allow the French Zoe's Ark members to be tried for extortion and attempted kidnapping outside of Chad.





Zoe's Ark is an enigma. It was started in the aftermath of the tsunami of December 26, 2004 by "French motoring enthusiasts" and set up four camps in Indonesia's Banda Aceh for children displaced by the tsunami. WMR has previously reported on the trafficking of orphans from the tsunami in Indonesia and Thailand, some of it for prostitution purposes.





Sarkozy appears to be worried about having French nationals testify in a Chadian witness stand about their connections in France. Libya's Muammar Qaddafi has offered to mediate in the deal but Sarkozy wants to deal directly with Chad President Idriss Deby. The Qaddafi link is noteworthy. Shortly after being sworn in as President, Sarkozy's now-estranged wife Cecilia traveled to Libya to successfully negotiate the freeing of jailed Bulgarian nurses by Libya. French-Libyan relations had remained strained over Libya's alleged bombing from an improvised explosive device (IED) of a French UTA DC-10 en route from Brazzaville via Ndjamena to Paris on September 19, 1989 over Niger after taking off from Ndjamena.





During the presidential election campaign, Sarkozy opined that pedophilia is not properly understood. The comment set off a firestorm in France and earned Sarkozy a strong rebuke from the Archbishop of Paris. Some critics of the mercurial Sarkozy began referring to him as "Sarko le Pedo."





