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LEAD: Craig Spence, a lobbyist linked to a homosexual escort service under Federal investigation, was found dead in a hotel room here, the police said today. Craig Spence, a lobbyist linked to a homosexual escort service under Federal investigation, was found dead in a hotel room here, the police said today. 





Mr. Spence, 49 years old, was found in the Ritz-Carlton Hotel on Friday after firefighters used a saw to cut open his door, which was barricaded with a bed. Leonard Atkins, the Suffolk County Medical Examiner, said that an autopsy had been completed but that it might be weeks before a cause of death was announced. 





The Washington Times reported in August that Mr. Spence disclosed he had AIDS and had threatened to commit suicide. 





Mr. Spence was identified by the paper as a customer of a homosexual escort service being investigated by the Secret Service, the District of Columbia police and the United States Attorney's office for suspected credit card fraud. The newspaper said he spent as much as $20,000 a month on the service. He has also been linked to a White House guard who has said he accepted an expensive watch from Mr. Spence and allowed him and friends to take late-night White House tours. 





Mr. Spence was a former correspondent for ABC News. 


