Carnaby probe continues; HPD checking first aid procedure
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Houston Police Department officials said Friday it is too early to draw any conclusions in their investigation into the death last week of Roland Carnaby, a man who claimed to be a CIA agent before leading officers on a high-speed chase.





However, the department will be looking into whether its officers could do more to aid shooting victims while waiting for paramedics to arrive, said Asst. Chief Michael Dirden of HPD's criminal investigations command.





Officers fatally shot Carnaby, 52, at the end of the 120 mph chase when he stepped out of his SUV and reached back under the seat for a shiny object that turned out to be a personal assistant cellular device.





Carnaby, bleeding from a gunshot wound to the lower back, lay handcuffed on the pavement for 12 minutes after the shooting. He was later pronounced dead at Ben Taub General Hospital.





"We recognize that we can do a better job in trying to ensure first aid is administered swiftly," Dirden said.





Dirden said it is HPD policy for officers to get medical attention for the wounded, but officers are trained only in basic first aid and are not equipped to treat serious gunshot injuries.





He added that the officers involved were traumatized and "may not have been in a situation emotionally" to administer aid to Carnaby immediately.





Carnaby's wife, Susan, has filed a federal lawsuit against the city, accusing the officers of violating her husband's civil rights.





Her attorney, Randall Kallinen, said he found Dirden's comments about the emotional state of the officers in the aftermath of the shooting "to be an extremely odd statement."





"Nobody shot at them," he said. "That's not even credible."





The bizarre chain of events began when Carnaby was stopped for speeding on Texas 288 on April 29.





The officer became suspicious when Carnaby appeared nervous and claimed to be connected to the CIA. Police were trying to determine if Carnaby's claim was true when he sped off. The CIA has since denied he ever worked for the agency.





Officers pursued Carnaby's Jeep to the West Loop feeder road near Woodway, where the chase ended as Carnaby slowed to a stop in traffic.





After the shooting, officers found three weapons in Carnaby's SUV, including two pistols and a pistol-grip shotgun. Police said Friday that investigators have determined Carnaby bought both pistols at a local sporting goods store. They have not determined where he obtained the shotgun, they said.





The Houston police department's homicide and internal affairs divisions, the Harris County District Attorney's office and the medical examiner's office are investigating the incident.





"HPD regrets the loss of life and it's paramount that ... we do a thorough investigation to try to understand all the factors involved," Dirden said.





Both veteran officers who fired at Carnaby, Sgt. Andrew J. Washington and Officer Charles Foster, are back on duty this week, Dirden said.
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